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School preferred to become independent. Although the decision to
retain direct-grant schools has been criticised in some quarters as
conferring privileges on certain sections of the community, educa-
tion will probably benefit from this action. The maintained schools
have discovered what it involves to be deluged with forms and
returns, and many head teachers complain that preoccupation with
administrative details is drawing them away from the really impor-
tant aspects of school life and turning them into almost pure
administrators One solution will be to provide head teachers with
more clerical assistants and other helpers. The heads of the direct-
grant and independent schools are spared a great deal of the "red
tape" and consequently will have more time and freedom to
experiment in different directions.
The Act requires each L.E.A. to establish and develop facilities
for school camps, playing-fields, swimming-baths, gymnasia, and
other forms of recreation. They are empowered to provide clothes
and books for children, but the cost may be recovered from parents
who can afford to pay. The school medical services and treatment
are extended and the continuation and extension of school meals
and milk are provided for. In 1943 nearly one-third of elementary-
school pupils and over one-half of secondary-school pupils were
receiving meals. Three-quarters of elementary-school and two-
thirds of secondary-school pupils were being supplied with milk.
Part III of the Act contains a provision that has been needed for
more than a century. The Minister is directed to appoint a Registrar
of Independent Schools, who keeps a register of them. They are
also open to inspection. Certain schools which had been recognised
as efficient secondary schools, and some preparatory schools which
had previously been open to inspection, are exempted from regis-
tration. This part of the Act is chiefly concerned with private-
adventure schools. Any of these which, by reasons of inadequate
buildings or unqualified staff, or through other causes, are found to
be inefficient, may be removed from the register. The proprietor
has the right of appeal to an Independent Schools Tribunal consist-
ing of a chairman appointed by the Lord Chancellor from the legal
profession and two other members appointed by the Lord President
of the Council from persons who have had teaching or administrative
experience. Officials, either of the Ministry or of an education
authority, are not eligible for appointment.
Section 76 states the governing principle of the Act: "In the
exercise and performance of all powers and duties conferred and